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ances at will, professed a readiness to receive any
statements and proofs to the contrary, that the
durbar might have to exhibit; requiring, how-
ever, a suspension of all acts of hostility towards
the Bhopal territory, until the question of its po-
litical independence should have been disposed of.
The court immediately caught at this proposition,
having, as it should seem, already come to the re-
solution not to hazard an open rupture, for which
it was nowise prepared: after some delay, a paper
of complaints was accordingly drawn up, asserting
Bhopal to be one of the dependencies of Sindheea,
but adducing no proof whatever ; and further, ac-
cusing the British government of having interfer-
ed with Sindheea's rights and possessions, by the
extension of its protection to some of the Bundeela
chiefs ;~a complaint now preferred for the first
time, though the measure had been adopted some
years before. The Raja of Nagpoor also gave in
a similar paper of objections to our connexion with
Bhop&l * the arguments of which were too trivial
to tie worth the recital.

The object of the Marquess of Hastings in
inviting these durbars to the adoption of such a
course of proceeding was, to testify his adherence
tpi that moderation, and regard to the rights of
others., which had been the constant aim of the
Bj^V government in its transactions with the
and by opening a door to nego-.